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FOREIGN NOTES 



Paris, October 10. 

EVERYBODY is again talking 
about the Castellanes. The extra- 
ordinary little count is well known 
in the world of art, for did he not dis- 
tinguish himself by running up a bill at 
Wertheimer's, in London, for $640,000 ? 
Wertheimer is the dealer who has been 
immortalized by Sargent in the finest 
portrait he ever painted. The shrewd, 
the clever, the unmistakable Jew stands 
sociably with a lighted cigar in his hand 
and a silky little black dog at his feet. 
The penetration of character is marvelous, 
and every inch of the canvas is art. Since 
this portrait was painted Wertheimer has 
had his entire family done by the same 
painter, which proves that he knows a 
good thing when he sees it. During the 
last year Sargent has done a striking, 
daring portrait of a married daughter. 
It is called "In Full Sail," as she sweeps 



along, veil streaming in the breeze. I 
believe this picture is now in America. 

But to return to Boni. He loves to give 
a party. At these times he is magnificent, 
and overflowing with ideas, most of which 
are not only entertaining but exceedingly 
artistic. For instance, in 1901 he gave a 
boar hunt for the Grand Duke Boris of 
Russia. Sixty mounted keepers in very 
picturesque costumes followed the hunts- 
men and after them came a band on 
horseback playing airs descriptive of the 
chase, two of which were written by 
Massenet especially for the occasion. A 
great collation was afterwards served in 
the heart of the forest, in the style of the 
kings of three centuries ago. The affair 
is said to have cost $100,000, but this is 
probably overestimated, as, if we believed 
gossip, Boni has never bought anything 
which cost less than 500,000 francs. 
His most durable artistic achievement 
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was the acquisition of eleven ceilings by 
Tiepolo which have been built into a hall 
in the half-finished reproduction of the 
Petit Trianon on the Avenue Malakoff. 
They are from a palace at Verona which 
he bought outright for his purpose and 
then sold for almost nothing, but they 
were a good investment. Boni was at first 
an easy mark for the vendors of fake 
antiques but he has grown wiser by ex- 
perience. He has always had taste. It is 
said that even his fakes are beautiful and 
that he has the courage to defend them on 
that ground and for that reason to retain 
them in his collection. 

The Autumn Salon has opened in Paris 
with some unusually interesting special 
rooms devoted to Courbet, Carriere, the 
modern Swedish painters and other 
celebrities. As for the Salon itself it is 
generally conceded that too much straining 
for originality makes the show as a whole 
monotonous, the very thing which each 
exhibitor was trying to avoid. Wl^ty »j 



3 Word has arrived concerning the sev- 
enth international art exhibition of the 
City of Venice, which will open on April 
22, 1907, and close October 31. It will 
contain pictures, sculpture, drawings and 
engravings and objects of decorative art, 
and will be arranged in Italian, foreign 
and international rooms. 

It is reported in Vienna that one of 
Titian's finest portraits, that of Cardinal 
Christopher Madruzzo, Bishop of Trent, 
has been sold to an American for $40,000. 

An exhibition is being held in London 
of the works of Holman Hunt, the only 
survivor of the Pre-Raphaelite Brother- 
hood. 

Munich still holds its own as an art 
centre. During the past year, she sold to 
America oil paintings and water colors 
amounting to $136,000, while Berlin's 
sales to us amounted to only $70,000. 
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